AVE
& o

HARRY S TRUMAN
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI

August 5, 1970

Dear Mrs, Freeman:

Thank you for your letter of July 24th, which I read
with interest. Your thoughtfulness in writing and
your kind and generous comments are most highly
appreciated.

I regret that it will not be possible to arrange the
appointment you desire, I am not keeping regular
office hours at the library at the present time and
I have no facilities for seeing visitors at my home.
I know you will understand.

I hope you will have an opportunity to visit the library
however. It is open to visitors every day of the week
and you will always be welcome. A brochure is
enclosed for your convenience.

With every good wish,

Sincerely yo

Mrs, Samuel Freeman
2603 Bonnie View Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35810
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NATIONAL INVES 8 Co l .

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA ey
TELEPHONE, NORTH 7-9434 & "
CABLE ADORERS: WASHINGTON 6, D. C. ADMIMISTRATIVE OFFICES!
SKYLIGHT 1836 CONNECTICUT AVE,, N, W.

February 9, 1959

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOK
USMC (mET,) DIRECTOR

I'he Honorable Harry S. Truman
Independence, kissouri

My dewr Mr, Yrucan:

At the suyggection of several meabers of our Board of Upveraors
I am writing to you in regard to the subject of unlderntified
flying oojects,

We have been informed through Mr, Artiur ii. Campbell ol Kansas
City that you expressed interest in this sub ject and in the work
of ouwr National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena,

I know that you are personally acquainted with Vice Admiral K. .
lillenkoetter, USN (Ret.), who was formerly director of the Central
Intelligence Agency, Admiral Hillenkoetter 1s one of our Board
wembers., Others include Rear Admiral Herbert B. Knowles, USN (Ret.);
Colonel R. B. Bmerson, USAR: Major Dewey Fournet, USAFR, who was
formerly the Pentagon monitor for the Air Force "flvinz Saucer"”
project; Mr. J. B. Hartrantt, president ol' the Aircraft Owners

and Pilots Association; Doc tor Marcus Bacn, State University of

lowa; and otner distinguished Americans in various 1ields,

NICAP's membership includes persons from all 49 States; our mem-
bers include Congressmen, Government officials, mewbers of all the
Armed Forces, uirport tower operators, gulded missiles trackers,
scientists, and engineers, and men and women 1an almost every recog-
nized prof'ession and trade.

As opposed to the so-called crackpots who have invaded UFO in-
vestigation, often for personal gain or glorification, NICAP is
a serious organization making a factual evaluation of verified
evidence, One of our aims 1s to expose frauds; another is to
convince the press and public that this is a serious problem
despite ths ridicule with which 1t 1s often treated -« ridicule
in part ceused by the officla debunking policy, which is now
used to obscure the concerned and intensive investigation of
Air Force and other agencies,

A prrivaloly - supporled fuct-finding body somving lhe malional public inlorest



We shoula greatly appreciate having yuur opinions 2a this cub ject,
particularly as regarding of'i'icial ceasorsnip &nd oi course any
assligstance you could :ive us in presgenting the facts to the oublic.
I dia aot wean to suggest that you should indicate any opinion

or coaclusion as to the reality of UFOs, O0i course, ve sho:lad

be glad to have any sbetemeant you cared to make on that poiat,

But vie should particulurly value your ldeus on bthe of{icial policy
ol' keeping the sublic in the dark about the facls, We koow that
millions ol Americans woild respect your views,

Tue censoresinip 18 estuabl ished by 4Air lorce =Hewul:lion 200-2,

which pronibits all Air Force personnel from relsssin., or ais-
cussiny UFO Inl'ormation ena confines this to Alr t'orce Head-
quarters. In turn, Air Force Headquarters refuses to rele:se

any detuiled revorts, mcking only gzenerel statements, :nd re-
leasiay statistics which our Committee has determined to bhe
co.plelely unfourded. The Joint Chicfs ol Stai. document JAHAP 146
invokes the ¢spioni e laws regardine UFO reporits made on official
compunication chunnels., The Commandant of tne Coast duard hus
informed us that the Coaszt Uuard also is bound by JANAP 146, So

is the Civil Aeronautics Administratioun., I have been inforned
persvnally by: Armed iorces pilots, airline pilots, CAA aircort
tower ani 1adar operators thut they have been warnea not to discuss
the subject publicly.

1he net etfect of the of'ticial Aip Torce attitude (wnicn I believe
is dictated at & nd her level) is o encouraie ridic.le by the
press and ow broadcasters, who are misled by oi'ficial staiements
into believing all the UFO reports are nonsense,

1y prove Lbhey are serious I am cnclosing & sheet from one » i our
publications with & partial list of witnesses, including many
trained observers, I am also enclosini a blue sheet with quota-
tisns vy observers and others who are fir.ly convinced by UFO
reality.

here is a mass ol evidence supportiang our claims as to UI'O

reclity <na ol ficlal censorship, which I shall novu burden you

witl: now., But I should rreuatly welcowe the opwortuaity to present
any “urther informution you may wleh to have and answer any ques-
tions regarding UFOs and NICAP aims, As Admiral hillenkoetter told
me some time ago, the only way to break the secrecy is by means

of' open hearin:zs on Cgp 1tol Hill, Acting for the Board, I have
offered Senator Lyndon Johnsor iaformetion proving UFO reality

and of1icial censorship. I understand thst chalrmen ol other
commltbtees ulso are considering hearings, later on in the session,



We should greatly apprecilate your advlice as to approaching
such Committees or individual Congressmen or Senators in order

to present an honest picture notonly to the Congress but to
the American Public,

I realize you are extremely busy, but 1f you would care to
glance at some of the officlal information contained in my
book "Flying Saucers from Outer Space" and the later book
"The Flying Saucer Conspiracy" I should be glad to send you
copies with the officlal materlial marked.

With sincere thanks for your consideration of the questions
involved, I remain

Respectfully yours,
e . B
LA \Cw Kyl

DONALD E. KEYHOE, Major USMC (Ret.)

Director of NICAP
DEK:k '

cof



/Iv

_NUARY, 1958

The People Who See
“Flying Sa’ucersf’

As discussed elsewhere in this Issve,

. Jomes C. Dartlet, the noted Ballimore

astronomer, has courogeowsly tevealed. his series of dramatic UFO-sightings,
Undoubtedly many UFO witnesses who have kept silont for-fear of ridicule will be
encouraged by Dr. Bartett's stond and will now reveal “hidden sightings.
NICAP has olready noted @ change in the general attitude. Hundreds of its members

hove ogreed to have their'names listed publicly,

number who have heretofore: kept: silent about sighting of Unidentifisd Flying Objects.

There are still some who feel that such publicity may seriowly affec) their business or
private lives. Unfortunately, thelr fears-are not without solid foundalion, ‘But the ridicule
is decreasing, mainly because of the many reputable citizens who have come forward
and odded their reports to the mass of UFO evidence.

In the belief that it may encourage others who are debating such a step, we
some of the names of UFO witnesses who have

) QAre “'ﬂm
"stood up and been counted.* This is

only o small percentage of those publicly reporting UFOs. All the nomes would ﬂll
many poges, if not this entire issve of the UFO INVESTIGATOR. -
We also suggest thot this list be wed in presenting the UFO evidence: 1o newcomers

to the subject,

It is on effective answer to persons who claim thal: nll ﬂwu wbo ‘report

flying saucers are hoaxers, pnbhcuy seekers or cmcl:poh.

Capt. Jock Adams, pilot Chlcooo and
Southemn Airlines.

Copt. Richard Adickes, pilot TWA (Trans
World Airways).

Capt. Jock Adriance, pilot PAA (Pan
American World Airways). 3,

George Allen, navigator BOAC } (Iriﬂth
Overseas Aircraft Corporation).

Lt. E. J. Ambrose, U.S. Marine Corps,

G. W. Anderson, flight officer Chlcooo
and Southem Airlines.

Capt. E. J. Amold, pilot EAL (Eastern
Airlines).

Kenneth Amold, private pilotand- huim-
man who coined *flying saucer” phrase,

James F. Bachmeier, former Navy pilot,
pilot Mid Continent Airlines.

Copt. John Boldwin, pilot Conner: Airlines.

Capt. Douglas Barker, Australion pilot.:

Harry Bames, traffic contraller CAA
(Civil Aeronoutics Administration).

Williom Blockweil, chemical company
employee.

Col. Donald J. Blakeslee, commanding
officer Fighter Wing, U, §. Air.Ferce.

Lovis P. Bluver, chief obterver GOC
(Ground Observer Corps).

Dudley Bolger, private pilot.

Dean Bourland, engineer Bosing Aitad'.

Lee Boyd, first officer BOAC.

Lt. David C. Brigham, U.S. Air Force.

Capt. Kenneth G. Brosdal, pilot PAA,

Copt. W. M. Bruen, pilot Natlonal Airlines.

Capt. William Call, Jr., pllot EAL.

Copt. Paul Carpenter, pilot-AA (American
Airlines).

Copt. Richard Case, pilot AA,

Capt. Francois Cavasse, pilot Alr France.

Capt, Dario Cells, Venezuelanalrline pilot.

Copt, Clarence S. Chiles, EAL pilot.

Capt. OIf Christiernason, Swedish pilol,

Michel Clement, Air France co-pilot.

Piemre Closterman, French air oce.
Howard Cocklin, CAAtower operulor.
Lt. H. G. Combs, U.S: Alr Fo(qo.«
Jomes Copelond, CAA . radar’

B. J. Cores, Veneruvelan cidino ﬂngﬁl..

officer,
Robert Corshaw, sheriff's deputy, Vonmro
County, Cnlnfomm. T

Joseph Eaton, airport Iopg aror.
Copt. Giovonni Ercdla,: B«nﬂmﬂ alrlive.
pilot.

D. L. Falwqiurmd F. leer,cgnculmml :

pilots, New Zecland,

Choarles Fisher, civil engineer.

E. J. Flngmld viee, pve;ldmfmlql
equipment firm, Chicago.:

G. DuncanFletcher, vice president Konyc'
astronomical wciaﬂon ;

Capt, Peter Fletcher, IOAC pllo'.

Donald Freestone, PAA moster mechanic.

Frank-Garosl,  GOC. obsarver. -

Florian Giabowski, ponu M(Q,
Ontorio, Canada. g

Daniel Godfrey,. lOAC flfgﬁiiﬂym&r

Lt. George F. Gorman, Air National .
Guard pilot; NoﬁhdetQ. P "

Jack A, Green, ex-AF: jot pilot; flight
test onalysis, Norttirop Aviation, |

J. C. Gregory, exacutive séctetary.of
Winnebogo County.CD Council, Iifinois.

M. Greze, former fightar pllof. :

Capt. Victor Hancack, pllot Tennesses
goat tronémission company.

Reg Harringlon, Coﬂlond. New York
businessman.

D. M‘, .ﬂ'P“O' m,.N‘W Z.Glﬂl’.

Capt. Walter W. Hawkins, TWA pilot, °*

.Lt. Donald J, Hemer, USAF F-86 pilot.

These include o steadily Increasing -
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Dr. Seymour Hess, astronomer. Florida
Stawe lhlva-my, MdimM.POnd )
editor "Strolling Astronomer.*  °

Gloria Minshaw, TWA 'DC-3 hostess.

Copt. Don Holland, U.'S, Marine Corps -
jet pilot squadron commander,

A. Hollander, officinl d lraeli Notional
Aviation Company .

Copt. Jomes Howord, Royal Air Force
veteran, BOAC pllot. '

Dr. Craig Hunter, director medicol swpply

company.
C. H.. Jenkins, ‘engineer Bosing Aiscrafs.
L. D. Jensen, traffic controller, Forga.
T. S. .Hm‘ “Fﬂlm.
Tst Lt. Roy L. Jones, B-29 pllot,
A. Kabli, phyﬁcns" lrael
Dr. J. J. Kalizkewski, formerly chief
engineer, General Mills; Navy cosmic
ray project.
Capt. Charles J, Kratovil, TWA pilot.:
Dr. Lincoln LaPaz, director New Mexico
Institute of Meteoritics. - :
William Leor, '3, president hﬁ’, lnc.
Winner 1950 Collier wophy.. ,
R. L. Lemon, IOAC flight - officer.
CPO Charles Lewls, U.S. Navy. 2
Clare Booth- ‘Luge, former: Aalbnocdov
fo llon.

" Ewart. McDiomiid, RNZAF, WW2 pam

and businessman.
Dick ‘McKendry, sherviff's ‘deputy m
Coun'y, Caﬂfo"nm.

 Capt. Robert B Mckaughlin, U.S. Navy.

Copt. Robert Manning; TWA DG-3-pilot.

Nicholas. Marianna, bmpumn and

ball club.manager. P
Don Mortin, chemical company
supombbndent. "

Lt, Col. Lee ‘Merkel, ,s.locm

Kentucky. Natforal Guard., ‘
Col. Frank Milani, director CD, Baltimore.,
Guy Miller;. pilot ngqirom-
mission company.

S. N. Miller, ‘manoger lmby M

St. Paul, Minnesota.

R: ‘Moon, Nuwloolcnd{mr.,
Marty me ‘United A!l‘ﬁhul\ashs.

‘Robert Mueller, PAA chsthlmer

Copt. Ned Mullar, PAA pior.

" John Morphy, d\!tl“'s d-purythn

County, Colifornit. - -
Peter J. Naughton, sheriff Point Tovm-;
send, Washinglon.

- CWO Delbert C. Newhiss, U. S, Navy

' photographer,
Jorry Nocslnow,’ PAA Md\nmtm
‘Robert O'Connor, ‘GOC ‘dbserver,
To'd olw\‘ s“‘%ﬂmd". 4 =
Lt. William L, Polterson, U.S Alr Force
jetpllot.
D. W. Paul, New Ziolﬂnd Bum-mm.
Soul Pett, Anochnd Press writer,

" Capt, Casey S, Piermon, Gapital Airlines,
Capt. W. T. Rainbow, Nwiouh\dpllo&. ,

Allen R. Roberts, GOC obisesver,
: Cooﬂundoawtpp.



jet pilot.

Capt. FratlsSoloqui‘ =
. Air Foroc pilof,.

Mu|. Jumes B. Smilh, 9 e Fe
F-86 plrot. i

C. H. SWﬂ'al | Y
Capt. Willis Sperry, Amer?coh
Capt. Charles Stanton, UWR&. £

First Lt. Do C. S.m YSAF-
First Officer DionW. Tay] “’M
Dr. Clyde W. Tombaugh, astrona
discoverey of - leWh

fore tepnﬁbng igme x ]
DdBafr‘y, uﬂf‘;‘#&é )

Nohonn} erina!. : -'_'z

A. R. Tuckett, air truffic‘off
pilot, New Zealand. " "5

Maj. E. J. van NNMW s
Africon NrFon:e. SRR

M. Veﬂlol, qonfmt- &
Le Bourget, France. ' .~ )
Rev. Ross Vermillion, fonur*ﬁ—Z?‘ g}lol. .
Capt. LawrenceW.Vinﬂm;bﬁ#Coqﬁrﬁm
Airlines-pilot. 5

Marysville, Ohia. "
John Washuta, -PAA:flight: ey
Wells: Alon Wd:b '
physicist.

Maj. E. C. Whue, U. S.Nb( 'fc‘ni-gs
Reserve pilot, SR S0

John B. whme&,

Lt R. R. Wolu‘m, U-
F-89 pilot, v

Capt. Robert Wylond, Mp} ;

Joseph Zacko, CAA fc&r

John Zimmerman, gei

'aachsmd'ohlmn" ‘), ', sgan..
intelligence: as faf s 2&"' qﬁ’?s s
So~and-So- hasgomﬁn'ﬂweﬂbm t. Ergo,

he Ink sovcery. f cegso
e 2 h i_Lfow.n/M\ﬁr.\aZZ Srsrled NYANTE
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Col, Frank Mileni, Director, Balﬁ.wgp Qa‘,yu Defense, who has sighted
UFO's: "It is a calculated 2{1.&!; A ‘ﬁu ,’Jmn m—ca}ﬂ.w seugers 4o not
constitute a threat to the welfare- aﬁi 5 vy of our. citizens, We are
given to believe they are nb‘b hostil‘a mt 1ni‘ormtim on UFO's 1s clagsified,

Capt, Richard Case," Amoricungug'nnp iﬁé uuh othbm pﬂ.ota and thousands
of citizens saw a. J.ar.ge *'HFG «: Indfang m'ﬂhi*' ¥It was 8 ’daﬁﬁvolled craft
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: _‘1‘5\. cB Whitf.ed Tm.
1,\}_I;!.llj.s Sperry, Pan-

American Capxa. Jez., Kin&, T L ,._'Ctpit&l Ayr-

lines; Capt. W.M.Brusn, l% : ‘; g
Smith, Ralph Btevens;lt. : B
Newhouse, Naval Avia:ﬂon ;ﬁm T8 phe
MocLeughlin, Navy missile. eﬁ‘bp?rt :
US Coast Guard; Capt. Dar".!. «.'

5P “Warrant Officer D.C,
e & UFO formetion; Capt. R,B,
hasfer,. msign \!ayno Schotley.
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UFQletters te the Presiden
Began with Trunm

by Larry W. Bryant

[ AUTHOR's Note: A number of citizens concerned about the "UFO problem” when it

surfaced in the forties chose to express their views to their own president — Harry S.
Truman. You can visit SOME of that correspondence on file at the Truman Library in
Independence, Mo. But if you're unable to get to the library, try the following compilation
and analysis, which | originally posted some time ago upon the website of
http://www.ufocity.com. (The essay's length requires multipart posting here.)]

Harry S. Truman's UFO Americana (By Larry W. Bryant)

If you can judge by the various letters written to him by citizens / .

during his terms in office, President Harry S. Truman truly was "The o #

People's President." And nowhere is this judgment more apropos than e 3,,,7'/ i

when you consider the letters sent his way by persons convinced that the: . {ﬁ,_/ 42 “j/

subject of "flying saucers" deserved his direct, serious attention. Aot f : /Jw
e

The collected letters -- or at least that portion that somehow escaped
referral to the Department of Defense for reply -- now reside at the
Truman Library in Independence, Mo. There, they share the shelves with
such missives as (1) citizens' requests that Truman lift the embargo on
arms shipments to Palestine; (2) a women's group's telegram seeking a
personal interview with Truman to discuss the status of proposed
legislation aimed at setting up a U.S. Customs Border Patrol so as to
improve the enforcement of antismuggling laws in relation to narcotics;
and (3) parents' pleas that their sons be released from military prison

so they can rejoin their families.

Amidst that potpourri of issues and concerns major and minor to a
president who united the nation during wartime transition, what's so
special about the correspondence on things that go swish in the night?
For one thing, Truman might have been the only president ever to have
received a formal briefing on the "UFO problem' from Air Force

1 of4 3/28/01 5:59 PM
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intelligence experts — if you can accept that revelation as voiced in a

1956 book by former USAF "Project Blue Book" chief Edward J. Ruppelt.

For another thing, Truman resided in the White House during the famous
UFO-sighting "“flap" near Washington, D.C., back in 1952. Third, it was
Truman who was instrumental in establishing the U.S. Central

Intelligence Agency, which to this day insists on denying public access

to some 57 of the UFO-related documents that surfaced some years ago via
litigation under the U.S. Freedom of Information Act.

Then there are the letters themselves - a cross-section of views,
concerns, suggestions, and explanations about a problem so touchy (and
sometimes zany) that only a few citizens dared confide in their

president. Lucky for them (and him), in retrospect, that this man Truman
was so attuned to the American psyche that he was able to weather the
growth of UFO interest with just the right mix of detachment and
solicitude. (Maybe his approach has served ever since as the model for
presidential response to the UFO problem.)

Although most of the letters wound up being referred to the Defense
Department (Air Force) for direct reply to the writer, a few did remain

in the White House files. Apparently, each of them underwent indexing
upon arrival — under the writer's name, address, and date. A White
House staffer synopsized each letter in a cross-reference log. Here are
some excerpts quoted from the log; for most entries, I've added a
commentary from my perspective as an historian of the "politics of
UFOlogy":

Pioneers Petition the President

Kenneth Arnold of Boise, Idaho (4/6/48): In a telegram, the man whose
UFO encounter of June 24, 1947, sparked the coinage of "flying saucers"
as a household word had this advice for Truman: "“Your Honor, |
understand there is enough evidence on hand by our intelligence and the
people of your great country to announce that flying disks, flying

saucers and other reported strange missiles that are being seen by
reliable people throughout the world daily are aircraft from outer

space. You know we are not making or flying these aircraft and the
United States is the most scientific nation on earth. Why should not
America be at least the first to announce this great discovery?"

Although the White House never acknowledged the telegram, Arnold felt
obliged to communicate once more: on Dec. 13, 1951, he sent a copy of
his booklet "The Flying Saucer as | Saw It." At the time of the

telegram, he was 31 years old. He died in January 1984 — never to see
the resolution of a public issue that rages on throughout the world.

* ok x

Meade Layne of San Diego, Calif. (4/7/5Q): Writing as the founding
director of Borderland Sciences Research Associates, this True Believer
in extraterrestrialism announces: "It is our earnest hope that, as a

matter of public interest and policy, you will find time to examine the
enclosed booklet. It is not necessary to point out to your Excellency

that an extremely difficult situation may develop at any hour, in
connection with the phenomena referred to in this booklet:

"Allow us to assure you that we serve no selfish interests in this
matter, and stand ready to comply with any request for information or

3/28/01 5:59 PM
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service which may be in our power to give."

The 38-page booklet, which remains part of the Truman papers, is titled
"Flying Discs -- The Ether Ship Mystery and Its Solution." This
hodge-podge of metaphysical discussion and interpretation on the origin,
purpose, and scope of the reported flying saucers ended up being
referred to the National Academy of Sciences. On May 1, 1950, the
Academy's executive secretary wrote back to Truman's secretary, stating
that Layne's organization apparently deals with phenomena outside the
field of the Academy, and suggesting that if Layne's communication "is
to be given serious consideration it be referred to some philosophical
organization." With that, Truman's secretary, then William D. Hassett,
sent this reply to Layne: "Your interest in making available to him
[Truman] the enclosures which accompanied your letter is very much
appreciated and you may be sure they will be given careful attention."

L

Leon Davidson of Arlington, Va. (9/7/52): This tenacious,

indefatigable prober-polemicist requested, as described by the
correspondence log, "a list of the official statements or press releases
made by the President, or the White House, on the subject of Flying
Saucers since 1947. States if the statements are long, a mere reference
to the date of issue would be sufficient." In later years, Davidson won
fame for his persistence in prying loose from the Air Force a copy of

its Project Blue Book Special Report No. 14, which he reprinted for
wider distribution in a never-ending campaign to prove that most of the
"saucers" were man-made, experimental devices. His persistence in going
after CIA UFO documentation gave that agency heartburn long before:its
current headaches over the power of the Freedom of Information Act.

* ok x

Robert Spencer Carr of Clearwater, Fla. (7/31/52): From the log:
"Writer encloses miscellaneous material relative to 'flying saucers' —
suggestions for contact. Respectfully referred to the Department of the
Air Force for appropriate handling."

It was Carr who, back in the early seventies, traveled the lecture
circuit and radio talk-show route in a short-lived effort to convince

the public that the government has all the information it needs about
the saucers -- based on the USAF retrieval of crash-landed discs and
some of their crew members. That contention thrives in some
UFO-research circles today, of course.

[See next part for continuation.]

I want to comment — . Send to a friend

3/28/01 5:59 PM
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Harry S. Truman's UFO Americana

By
larry W. Bryant #

If you can judge by the various letters written to him by citizens during
his terms in office, President Harry S. Truman truly was "The People's Presi-
dent." And nowhere is this judgment more apropos than when you consider the
letters sent his way by persons convinced that the subject of "flying saucers"
deserved his direct, serious attention.

The collected letters -- or at least that portion that somehow escaped re-
ferral to the Department of Defense for reply -- now_reside at the Truman Libr-
ary in Independence, Mo. There, they share the shelves with such missives as
(1) citizens' requests that Truman 1lift the embargo on arms shipments to Pales-
tine; (2) a women's group's telegram seeking a personal interview with Truman
to discuss the status of proposed legislation aimed at setting up a U. S.
Customs Border Patrol so as to improve the enforcement of antismuggling laws
in relation to narcotics; and (3) parents' pleas that their sons be released
from military prison so they can rejoin their families.

Amidst that potpourri of issues and concerns major and minor to a presi-
dent who united the nation during wartime transition, what's so special about
the correspondence on things that go swish in the night? For one thing, Truman
might have been the only president ever to have received a formal briefing on
the "UFO problem" from Air Force intelligence experts -- if you can accept that

revelation as voiced in a 1956 book by former USAF "Project Blue Book" chief



Edward J. Ruppelt. For another thing, Truman resided in the White House during
the famous UFO-sighting "flap"™ ncar Washington, D.C., back in 1952. Third, it
was Truman who was instrumental in establishing the U. S. Central Tntelligence
Agency, which to this day insists on denying public access to some 57 of the UFO-
related documents that surfaced a few years ago via litigation under the U. S.
Freedom of Information Act.

Then there are the letters themselves -- a cross-section of views, concerns,
suggestions, and explanations about a problem so touchy (and sometimes zany) that
only a few citizens dared confide in their president. Lucky for them (and him),
in retrospect, that this man Truman was so attuned to the American psyche that
he was able to weather the growth of UFO interest with just the right mix of de-
tachment and solicitude. (Maybe his approach has served ever since as the model
for presidential response to the UFO problem.)

Although most of the letters wound up being referred to the Defense Depart-
ment (Air Force) for direct reply to the writer, a few did remain in the White
House files. Apparently, each of them underwent indexing upon arrival -- under
the writer's name, address, and date. A White House staffer synopsized each
letter in a cross-reference log. Here are some excerpts quoted from the log; for most
entries, JT've added a commentary from my perspective as an historian of the "poli-

tics of UFOlogy":

PIONEERS PETITION THE PRESIDENT

Kenneth Arnold of Boise, Idaho (4/6/48): In a telegram, the man whose UFO

encounter of June 24, 1947, sparked the coinage of "flying saucer" as a household
word had this advice for Truman: "Your Honor, I understand there is enough evidence

on hand by our intelligence and the people of your great country to announce that



flying disks, flying saucers and other reported strange missiles that are being
seen by reliable people throughout the world daily are aircraft from outer space.
You know we are not making or flying these aircraft and the United States is the
most scientific nation on earth. Why should not America be at least the first
to announce this great discovery?"

Although the White House never acknowledged the telegram, Arnold felt ob-
liged to communicate once more: on Dec. 13, 1951, he sent a copy of his booklet

The Flying Saucer as I Saw Tt. At the time of the telegram, he was 31 years old.

He died in January 1984 -- never to see the resolution of a public issue that

rages on throughout the world.
* +* #

Meade layne of San Diego, Calif. (4/7/50): Writing as the founding director
of Borderland Sciences Research Associates, this True Believer in extraterrestrial-
ism announces: "It is our earnest hope that, as a matter of public interest and
policy, you will find time to examine the enclosed booklet. It is not necessary
to point out to your Excellency that an extremely difficult situation may de-
velop at any hour, in connection with the phenomena referred to in this booklet.

"Allow us to assure you that we serve no selfish interests in this matter,
and stand ready to comply with any request for information or service which may
be in our pover to give."

The 38-page booklet, which remains part of the Truman papers, is entitled

Flying Discs - The Ether Ship Mystery and Its Solution. This hodge-podge of meta-

physical discussion and interpretation on the origin, purpose, and scope of the
reported flying saucers ended up being referred to the National Academy of Sciences.
On May 1, 1950, the Academy's executive secretary wrote back to Truman's secretary,

stating that layne's organization apparently deals with phenomena outside the field

B



of the Academy, and suggesting that if layne's communication "is to be given
serious consideration it be referred to some philosophical organigzation." With
that, Truman's secretary, then William D. Hassett, sent this reply to layne: ™Your
interest in making available to him !Truma§7 the enclosures which accompanied

your letter is very much appreciated and you may be sure they will be given care-

ful attention."

® ® ®

Leon Davidson of Arlington, Va. (9/7/52): This tenacious, indefatigable

prober-polemicist requested, as described by the correspondence log, "a list of
the official statements or press releases made by the President, ar the White
House, on the subject of Flying Saucers since 1947. States if the statements are
long, a mere reference to the date of issue would be sufficient." In later years,
Davidson won fame for his persistence in prying loose from the Air Force a copy
of its Project Blue Book Special Report No. 14, which he reprinted for wider dis-
tribution in a never-ending campaign to prove that most of the ™saucers" were
man-made, experimental devices. His persistence in going after CIA UFO documen-
tation gave that agency heartburn long before its current headaches over the power
of the Freedom of Information Act.

* $* 3

Robert Spencer Carr of Clearwater, Fla. (7/31/52): From the log: '"Writer

encloses miscellaneous material relative to 'flying saucers' -- suggestions for
contact. Respectfully referred to the Department of the Air Force for appro-
priate handling."

It was Carr who, back in the early seventies, traveled the lecture circuit
and radio talk-show route in a short-lived effort to convince the public that
the government has all the information it needs about the saucers -- based on

the USAF retrieval of crash-landed discs and some of their crew members. That




contention thrives in some UFO-research circles today -- and is expected to be-
come a matter of renewed litigation this summer, as the public-interest group
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy pursues FOTA release of the official records that

pertain to the retrieved discs.

THE ROOTS OF OFFICIAL UFO SECRECY
Carr's fixation with retrieved saucers might have got its impetus from the

notorious 1950 book by Hollywood columnist Frank Scully, Behind the Flying

Saucers, which was cited by a man in New Orleans (11/19/51). From the log:
"Requests President's comment re this. Threatens to publicize his letter if he
does not receive an answer. Critical of the Pentagon. (Consideration and ap-
propriate handling.)"

#* % #

Then there's a fellow from Cleveland (8/9/52): "The writer relates a per-
sonal experience which happened in October, 1947, near Reno, Nevada, at which
time he saw a formation of shining globular objects from which something, per-
haps a parachutist, catapulted to the earth. He disapproves the theory of inter-
terrestial £;i9;7 bodies and advances his theory that the source of these objects
is Furasia and suggests that they are being used as a means of enemy infiltra-
tion. Whatever the source, the writer feels that as full a disclosure as pos-
sible should be made by official Washington since these saucers may present a
serious military threat about which the American public deserves to know."

“ # 3#

Someone (gender unknown) from Waurika, Okla. (8/26/52), enclosed clippings:
"One article [;agf by a Navy officer who said he knew the location of a saucer
but was not permitted to tell where it is as the United States and Mexico hid it.
Also refers to article about a man in Florida who claims his hair was singed by

a flying saucer. Would like an explanation regarding these articles."
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* * 1

A man from Chicago (10/29/52) "refers to the Air Force report re flying
saucers as well as article by Robert S. Allen on this subject dated Sept. 26.
States he does not believe that such matters should have to be investigated by
private citizens. He hopes the secrecy of the Air Force will be lifted, etc."

* = #

From Dinuba, Calif. (7/30/52), a man "urges that the Air Force inform the

public as to the results of the investigation."
% % =

Then, a woman from Tucson (7/28/52) "opposes the secrecy in re to the Flying
Saucers. Believes the public should be given a complete report."

® * %

Finally, from Baltimore (9/13/50), a man "refers to article entitled 'Flying
Saucers' appearing in the October 1950 issue of Pageant Magazine, and feels the
American people should be told the truth about the saucer reports. He asks if
a cover-up attempt is being made on the part of the Air Force and Department of

Defense."™

ECHOES OF "THE ROSWELL INCIDENT"
One White House file-record sheet identifies letters from eight separate
persons -- all written during the time frame July 5 -- 9, 1947, which coincides
with the reported crash-landing of a disc(s) near Roswell, N.M. (as recounted in

1980 book The Roswell Incident, by William L. Moore -- Grosset & Dunlap, New

York). Each of these letters was "respectfully referred to the War Department

for consideration."

TO KILL OR NOT TO KILL

A woman (with others not named) from Los Angeles (7/29/52) requests "that



the Air Force not fire on the 'flying saucers,' as they have not attempted any
harm upon any persons or properties.”
# # #

Likewise, another woman, from Ocean Park, Calif. (8/1/52), "opposes the
recent order from the War Department to fire upon the 'flying saucers.' Gives
her views re the 'saucers' and offers suggestions re same."

= # #

From Albany, Ga. (7/28/52), a man "urges the Air Force to refrain from
attacking the so-called 'flying saucers.' "

% # #

In her letter from Hollywood, Calif. (7/29/52), a woman "comments on re-
ports of the so-called Flying Saucers and suggests they may contain highly in-
telligent humans and that an effort should be made to contact them in a friendly
manner."

3* * %

Echoing that sentiment was a man from Indio, Calif. (7/30/52): "Referring
to the report that our armed planes have been ordered to shoot down a flying sau-
cer for investigation, the writer suggests that we had better cultivate the friend-
ship of the space visitors and perhaps save ourselves from annihilation. Says
that a friendly gesture would be supplied if the President were to issue a proc-
lamation ordering our military and all private citizens to welcome space visitors
and treat them with the utmost consideration should they choose to land among us.”

* 3 1

For his part, an irate New Yorker (7/29/52) "requests by what authority, orders
to shoot down the so-called 'flying saucers' were given -- states that the makers
and operators of these devices are vastly more powerful than the United States --

such orders would be equivalent to a declaration of war. Requests and urges

.



President to immediately countermand these orders. States further, that unless
he is informed promptly, that such orders have been countermanded, his letter
will be given to the Press.®

# i 1

A telegram from a man in Glen Ellyn, T11. (7/29/52), "suggests that no of-
fensive action be taken against the objects reported as unidentified, which have
been sighted over the nation -- (Flying Saucers) =-- offensive action might result
in grave consequences - alieniating Z519;7 US from beings of far superior powees --
suggests friendly contacts.”

#* #* %

But then we have the sentiments of a resident in The Green Killaloe, Co
Clare, Eire, Ireland (6/22/52): "Writer states she read about Flying Saucers
seen over New York. 'Don't be too easy with them, bring them down, show no
mercy.' Comments that to make airplanes noiseless, cover their engines with

felt and rubber."

INVENTORS INVITE INVESTIGATION

A Philadelphia man (11/24/52 and 12/1/52) chose to register-mail his letters,
stating: "T feel that it is my duty to submit my enclosed ideas to you. . . T
think that their realization would help to strengthen extremely the military power
of this country -- to a point that no aggressor could have any chances to win a
war." His enclosed drawings included a flying saucer, a jet-glidership, a rocket
ship, and a "shoot farther." Each drawing had a letter explaining how the device
works. The President's secretary "respectfully referred Z}he inqui(£7 to the
Department of Commerce (National Inventors Council) for consideration and appro-
priate handling.”

® 4% #*

Twice in the same month (8/11/52 and 8/16/52), a Korean radio announcer at

.



the United Nations headquarters in New York contacted the White House. The
first time, he enclosed a copy of a letter to the long Tsland Daily Press "stat-
ing that Flying Saucers are easily manufacturable. He further states that Fly-
ing Saucers are a very simple and inexpensive toy stuff compared with Atomic
or Hydrogen Bombs, or even with Jet Planes or B-29s. He urges immediate action
to be taken to manufacture them. Will reveal the basic principles only to high
officials of the U. S. Government, with a guarantee of full protection. Wis
second letter posed this bit of Asian logic: "I sincerely wish you could urge
the Government to take the steps to solve this so-called 'FLYING SAUCER' mystery
of a national menace by manufacturing them as immediately as possible.”

# #® o

A Mr. I. W. of England (7/20/52) wrote: "In 1942 I sent plans as the in-
closed (DRAWINGS) to the Soviet Government (U.S.S.R.) -- they are now pursuing
a course of which I disapprove =- are these plans the secret of the FLYING
SAUCERS? I am forwarding the same for your consideration.

#* # #*

Next, an 1l-year-old boy from Battle Creek, Mich. (1/3/52), had his say,
enclosing "a plan for a FLYING SAUCER for the Air Force, which he thinks will
work. Enclosures: 4 sketches of the Flying Saucer and 1 PHOTOGRAPH."

» 3 #

A male student at Mexico City College (5/12/50) submitted "a PLAN for a
'FLYING SAUCER' to be used as a defense of our cities. Goes into details as to
how this can be accomplished. Respectfully referred to the National Security
Resources Board for consideration and acknowledgment.™

i#* * #®

An unacknowledged telegram from a man in Portland, Ore. (7/7/47) stated



"that he is the Juggling Marine who did the time atop at the Hotel Statler Press
Photographers Banquet sometime ago. States that Juggling is his livelihood and
explains his Flying Disc (Flying Saucers) mystery which did not turn out very
successful."
#® ® »
Finally, we have a letter from an aeronautical engineer at Homestead, Fla.
(4/9/50), who, in an article entitled "Flying Saucers?" for the Miami Sunday

News Magazine (April 9, 1950), presents his proposal for a "magnetic air car,”

based on his esoteric interpretation of electricity and magnetism. Rather than
seeking the President's autograph, this man presents Truman an autographed copy
of the article.

(Note: One wonders whether the ill-fated, multi-million-dollar "AVROcar" the
U. S. military produced in the late fifties derived any inspiration from such

suggestions as the foregoing.)

UFO CURIOS
A "memo for files" (7/18/47) records that "Newsome and Company, Inc.,
Boston, Mass., sent under this date 12 flying saucers which they manufactured.
There was no card in this box and Mr. Connelly ZTruman's secretary at the tiné?
thought we shouldn't acknowledge." An addendum bears this intriguing statement:
"Flying saucers sent to the House, 7/24/47.% The White House or the U. S.
House of Representatives?
* » %
A citizen of Lisbon, Portugal (1/5/53), "sends a wax recording of music

entitled 'FLYING DISK' (no accompanying letter).”

THE THEORY FILE
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From St. Petersburg, Vla. (7/28/52), comes 2 man's "Comments on the effect
of Radio and TV waves in determining atmospheric conditions and suggests that
such waves are responsible for the sight of flying saucers. ”

% e z

Along the same lines, a man from Paskerville, Va. (8/2/52) "comments on the
'flying saucers'; suggests there is a possibility that they are of stellar or
celestial phenomena due to the converging of energy lines, force lines of Mature.
These could well assume the proportions of the ssucers.”

= % %

A man from Taft, Calif., chose to send his letter via registered mail (7/
31/52): "Writer forwards his ideas re the Vlying Saucers and offers his ser-
vices."”

z 3 z

A Houston woman (7/30-52) "offers suggestion to President that flying
szucers may be balloons full of germs from Stzlin.=”

k3 = =

In trying to, in his words, "make a2 case for planetary ’'samncers’,® a man
from T1iff School of Theology 2t the University of Denver (4/8/52) "encloses a
copy of letter addressed to Life magazine, challenging the suggestions made by
their April 7 issue on the 'interplanetary Saucers.' He is interested in putting
2 stop to sczre rumors of interplanetary invasion.® His letter explains: *These
rumors could be stopped best by stating the plain facts of what can be done with
2 rzdio bezm, znd by publicizing the fact that flying saucers are created and
comtrolled by American (T suppose) scientists.®

E - =

An undated letter (circa Jan. 1952) from Flagstaff, Ariz., "states he has

X



uncovered some amazing facts which he is prepared to prove. Feels that they are
of the utmost significance. Apparently would like to discuss this subject with
the President."
# o ®
Two fellows from Salt Lake City (7/7/50) ®firmly believe that the Flying
Saucers are real. They wish to volunteer for duty or ask for employment per-
taining to the operation of said objects.®
3% « 3
A man from Youngstown, Ohio (4/17/50), "describes the appearance of a fly-
ing saucer, as it looked while flying over Youngstown, Ohio. He submits a
diagram 1?§7 illustrate its appearance.®
+* & %
In a registered letter from a woman in Portland, Ore. (7/6/47), the writer
"warns the United States to be constantly alert to dangers we may suffer at the
hands of Russia. Fears Russia may be dropping parachutists by means of the

flying disks or saucers."

WANTED: UFO PEN PALS

A male graduate student in journalism at the University of California (Los
Angeles) (4/5/50) wrote this inquiry to Truman's secretary, Charles G. Ross:

"T am currently engaged in research for a graduate dissertation which
will attempt to analyze the sociological and pyschological implications of
the flying saucer phenomenon.

"Tn the light of the forceful radio commentary by Henry J. Taylor and
the article which appeared in the 'United States News and World Report,’

both of which declared or implied the saucers are aircraft of unusual design
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developed in the United States, I was interested to learn the reactions of Mr.
Truman to the reports.

"] understand that the Navy and the Air Force have issued qualified
denials to the reports. Does the White House feel such reports are baseless?

"I wish to thank you in advance for your interest and help. You may
be assured that T will appreciate any information you may be able to give me."

Ross's reply of April 11th contains what turns out to be form-letter
phraseology from the Truman White House: "The President has expressed no opin-
ions concerning these reports other than that he has no information of any kind
about flying saucers."

% = =

A 16-year-old boy from Brooklyn (8/14/52) also asked for the President's
"opinion of the 'Flying Saucers.' Would also like President's autograph."
Connelly's response: "Because of the tremendous pressure upon the President's
time he simply cannot respond to the many requests for opinions on various sub-
jects. I am sure that you will understand.n

3 3 3

Then, from Oneonta, N. Y. (9/22/52), a man "requests the latest news re-
garding the flying saucers."

#* » #

A resident, gender unknown, of Farmington, Wash. (9/25/52), "requests the
names and addresses of a person, or persons, to whom he could write and express
his ideas in re FLYING SAUCERS."

3 = *
A New Zealand couple (5/19/51) "writes that they are interested in what

they have heard re 'Flying Saucers.' They wish to know if anyone has actually



seen a Flying Saucer."
3 » #

Some students of every generation, 1ike the girl from Miami, Fla. (5/
2/50), feel compelled to write to officialdom for, in her case, "information for
her English Class on flying saucers.”

* % 3

Another child from Miami (3/22/50) "requests information about the flying
saucer which he states landed in Brazil.® His letter was "Respectfully referred
to the Department of State, 3/29/50."

3 #® «#
An unacknowledged letter (7/12/47) from an unnamed citizen of Villa Maria,

Argentina, refers to "the flying plates which are drawing interest of the whole

world."

WORDS OF WISD(M FROM THE CHIIDREN
A nine-year-old girl from Buffalo, N. Y. (12/2/52), "expresses her belief
that flying saucers are a "reflction of a big mirrow_zgici7 reflected on water
of another planet.™
3 % %
Four girls from the Washington School in San Diego (8/5/52), all "members
of the MARS SPACE CIUB, give their theory about FLYING SAUCERS."
i 2 #
A female high-school student from Urbana, Ohio (2/20/52) "asks what the

FLYING SAUCERS are. Asks why the Air Force will not tell what they find."



Many of these UFO-oriented letters, of course, have something in common
with the hundreds of other letters sent to any given president: the naive expec-
tation that somchow the President himself not only will read them but also will
respond to them. That form of faith in the paternalistic, omnipotent majesty of
the Oval Office has carried over, for example, from the Truman days to the Jimmy
Carter era of UFO awareness. Incidentally, the content of the Truman letters is
echoed by the scores of UFO-related letters received by the Carter administration.
Would Carter's staff have received far fewer such letters had Trumam chosen to
read his UFO-related correspondence and thus decided to transfer official UFO
investigation from military hands to civilian control -- in an aim reflective

of his move to assure civilian control of nuclear weapons?

% Jlarry W. Bryant, a writer in Alexandria, Va., directs the Washington, D.C.
Office of Citizens Against UFO Secrecy.
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