
H RRY S TRUMAN 

INDEPENDENCE,MISSOURI 

August 5, 1970 

Dear Mrs. Freeman: 

Thank you for your letter of July 24th, which I read 
with interest. Your thoughtfulness in writing and 
your kind and generous comments are most highly 
appreciated. 

I regret that it will not be possible to arrange the 
appointment you desire. I am not keeping regular 
office hours at the library at the present time and 
I have no facilities for seeing visitors at my home. 
I know you will understand. 

I hope you will have an opportunity to visit the library 
however. It is open to visitors every day of the week 
and you will always be welcome. A brochure is 
enclosed for your convenience. 

With every good wish, 

Mrs. Samuel Freeman 
2603 Bonnie View Drive 
Huntsville, Alabama 35810 
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ON A RIAL PH E NOMENA 

WAS HINGTON 0 , D. C . 

i110bruary 3 , 1959 

'l'he 1fonorab le Harl"y S. 'l'ruma.n 
Indep8ndAnce, Missouri 

A o11111•1n11A'YtYf O"ICH t 

1111• CONN&CTICUT AVC., N, W. 

At the suggest ion of' sever-al members of our :aoard of G-ov~r.nor·s 
I am v1ritin? to ynu in regard to thr;: subject of un1der.;. tif1ed 
fl yin ;:; objects. 

\ifo ha ve been informed through Mr. Arthur H. Campbel 1 of Kansas 
City t oot y:Ju e :,cpressed interest in this subject and in the work 
of our Na U.onal Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena. 

I kn •:rw thh .t .v ou are pe·rsonally acquainted with Vice Adm:i.ral R. ;r. 
hi llenkoetter, USN (Ret.), who was for1nerly director of' the Cent r·al 
In te lli~ence Agency. Admiral Hi1lenkoetter is one of our B-::>ard 
1.i1enb c rs. Othc:H'S include Rear Admiral Herbert B. Koowles, USN (RAt.); 
Colonel R. B. EmePson, USAR: Ms..Jor Dewey Fournet, USA.li"'R, w!.10 was 
formerly the Pentag on monitor for ttle Air 1',orcP. 11 1'1 ·_,ing Saucer" 
project; Mr. J. B. Hartrani't., prhsident of the .Ait·cruft Owners 
and Pi lots Associo. t1on; Doc tor h-Iarcus Bc:.cc1, State Unive.rz ity of 
Iowa ; and other- di~ting ui.8h.ed Americuns in var•lous 1'ic;lds. 

NICAP ' s membP,rship includes persons from all 49 States; our mem­
bers iDclude Congressmen, Government of'i'iclals, mer'1bers of all the 
Armed Ji1orces, uirport tower operators, e;uided missiles trackers, 
scien tLs t s, and engineers, and men and women ia almost every recog­
nized pr of' ession and trade. 

As opposed to the so-called crackpots who have invaded UFO in­
vestigation., often for P:-rsonal 6 ain or glorification, NICAP is 
a serious organization making a factual evaluation or veriried 
evidence . One of' our aims is to expose frauds; another 1s to 
convince the pr·ess and public that this is a serious problem 
despite the ridicule with which it is often treated -- ridicule 
in part caused by the officla debunking policy, wh1oh 1s now 
used to obs cure tp.e concerned am intensive invest~gation of 
Ai r Force &nd other agencies. 
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We sh:mlci. g reatly ui;,preciate having yuur opin ions on this 8ui) jact, 
pnrticL1.l :1. rly fill regardinf;; 01' .f.'' icial cens orship l:.tld o";.' c .:.,ur•se aoy 
ass'l~tunce you COLdd .~;ive us in pres~nting the fa cts to th<-:, 9u.blic . 

I diu not ,ilet..n to su ggent that you should indicttte any opinion 
or cooclusion us to the reality of UB'Os. Or course, v:e !;ho :·,16 
be g lad t9 haw~ any s ta teme nt y-:Ju cared to make on t~1u t p0 :i.n t. 

l-3 1t t we 3hou ld pa.rtic ul t,rl y vu lu e y-:J\l r ide :.,n on t i:'lf} off k la l. p -:)1 icy 
ui' knep-.i.rir- 1.;be :,ublic: :i.n the darli:. l=lbout tho J'Hctt;. ~fr., know t;ha t 
rnj_l l.ions --1i' Aruf)r iurns WOl i ld rf.: spect your views. 

'1\H--; cBn~o1·sb.ip i~\ <~st1.;.bl ished by i .. Lc Force ~tet~ul:;..L "i.:rn 200-2, 
v1l1ich t,il:'ohiuit s· ull. Air }·orce persoonel from relr.asi11:/, or c1is­
cussing ui.-;•o J.nl'orri«1tion 0na confines this to ALr r'~rcA Head-
qLlaPtP- r<.3. In turn, Air l1'orce Headquarte :r·s refuses to r·elc;;: ... se 
any u. et uilAd re:.~oPt~, inc:.kin[~ only gen,~r&.l !JtatemP-nts, ::,nd re­
le usinf stat ·i~tics wi1ich our Committee has detP;rmined to he 
co., ;pl (~tely u11i'ouJ.".idod. Tbe Joint. Chi f; fs ol' St.i:d . .. documP.nt JAliAP 146 
invokes the <::.spion« p laws re e~a:cdin[•; UPO reports madP, on official 
c.;om11;-t.micatL::in chunnel s . •rrie Comrn&r.1da.nt o.i.' the G~ast J-ua.r-ci i1u~ 
inf' ormed us th& t the C0a 3 t 0:·c:arad al so is_ b ou.nci by JANAP 1~6. So 
is the Civil _Aerona.~tics Administrution. I have bP,en inforri1ed 
per-s :.rnally by\ Armed Pore es pilo'C8, airline pilots, CAA air·:=,.:>r•t 
t m·, er' u.rui 1-act~r operators thut they have been warnea tiot to di.scU3s 
t he nubject publicly. 

' 
'l'he net effect of the o1'1'icinl Air ~i1orce attitude (vfr11.ch I belfove 
is dictated at e hi :,he 11 level) is ~o e ncoura.~:;e ridic; __ lP- by the 
pre~s and om .. broadcasters, who ax•o' rnisled by of'f'icial st&.tnments 
i11to bAl ieving a.1.1 thA UFO rei:)orts · are nonsense. 

'l'u t->rove they are .serious I atil cnclosln~ fa shef)t fr~rn o.11e 'J r ~)ur 
~)ublJ.cat:1.011S with a par·tial list 01' witnessr-;z, includin:; u;uny 
tr·ainfld observers. I am also enclosing a blue sheet with quota­
t Lins cy observers and others who arP- f'ir '. ·,ly conv 1nced by UFO 
reality. 

'l'here is a mass of evidence supporting our claims as to UF'O 
ret~ll ty c;;.nci official censorship, whkh I shall no,~ burden J◊U 
witb oow . But I 3hould :_: reatly welcor,e the op'.rnl'tUl1ity to p.r•esent 
any ~'urther inf'orcr.c.ti•on you may w1rh to have and answer any ques­
t:Lons re ga rding; lflt,Os and NICAP aims. As Admiral liillenkoetter told 
111e s0u1e timP- ago, the only way to break the secrecy fo by m8ans 
oi' opP.n hnari~~s on Cq:> itol Hill. Acting for tho doard, I ho.va 
offered S~nator Lyndon Johnson L:iformt:t:ion proviclc_!; UFO reo.lity 
and of'11cial censorship. I understand th:.it chairc1rnn oi' ot~er 
co1i1rul tte s ulso are considering hF"1arings , la.tar on in ti.1~ ~ession. 
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We should greatl y appreciate your advice as to approaching 
such Committees or individual Cong ressmen or Senators in order 
to present an honest picture not only to the Congress but to 
the Amer1oan _Public. 

I realize you are extremely busy, but if you would care to 
glance at some of the official information contained in my 
book "Flying Saucers . from Outer Space II and the 1 ater book 
11 The Flying Saucer Conspiracy" I should be glad to send you 
copies with the official material marked. 

VHth sincere thanks for your consideration of the questions 
in valved, I remain 

DEK:k 

... Respectf'ully yours, 

C:\\Ji~~&fD\L~ 
DONALD E. KEYHOE, Major USMC (Ret.) 
Director of NICAP 

... . . ... ,. 
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.~UARY, 1958 

_,-•'The P":Plfl_~Who -.,5.,_ . 
"R,.ih., salleer.s" 

1,:. 

As dlscuued •I wt-re ln thlt laue, Or. James C. Dil,,lett, tt.>noted 8ahlinore . 
mtronomer, has oo~l(: ' WQfed ,_ hb tefles or drwnati!=. ~ -~lc,htlfl~· ,: . . 

Undoubtedly many UFO wltne~ who hove kept silent.:for .. (ecir olrliil~_ule wllf_be 
encouraged by Or. rttett~ stahcf aod wUI now ,..,..Qf ·hidden tl_gf)tt~. : • • '. 

... 
·,.• ._. ··:PAG£23" 

Of, -Se~ .Mesa., ~i-fJortcfa 
Sta• -~J-~tt;_ • ~di,nt.·~ _,o.-.· 
edik>t" •StrofO'iSf:~1•,;., .,.... •· • 

Glo,ht HrNhaw, ,twA • pi.:3 ~~. 
Copt. 0on HoUGftd, u . . -: s .. ~•,...-~,ps, .. 

{et pf lot ~ -(;Ont...ande,. . • 
A •.. Holt~,; offl~t f!I· )umil.,Ntat~I· . 

A-vhatlon -Co,n~. ' . . • · 
Capt • .bnes. _~rd, ~Jt,J,forca , 
. . v•t•ron~ '80AC pi tot. - • • - . 

NtCAP has already not.cf o c~ In the 9eneroi· attl~:. ~ of (b nie'Jlbert 
have agreed to hovt their,~- ll~ed pubUcly. Theie Joclud.'(,r~ly.·1~~1,v 
nvmbor who ho horetofor«:: -bpt S:Uenf. about sighting of ~~i:\tftl4id.Efl,_h11; ·011~,-. 

Or. Crafg Hun•ri-,_4fr•c~ medlcol ~ly 
• . ~~ ' . • •. ·. ' . 

• . C. H. , JenklnJ, 'ens,~:~•~ Adkritlt. 
There re till aome who:feel tfldt ~ pvb(Jclty 'moy·- lier:1~1)'~~ff~f, ~I~ or 

pri te Ii ve . lhfort~tely 1 'thel"r ,fears-en not without so,1-ld fo0ndat1~; • !k,,t :the ,i~evle 
is decreo ing, .mainly bec:OON. af. th., many reputable citiz:eN who howi Cf)ftte'feitW4ird 
and odded thi!ir reports to- thtt ~ of !A=O evidence. • • 

In he bell f that if .ay encourage othen who are-debating auc:h a step, w-.-,ore .t~lng -
$lOIT1C of the OQl1lOJ of UFO wi.tnesses who ~ •stood up and bffn ·cqunf.d. • Jhls Is. 
only o small pen:entqge of ·lho.e pubUely reporting UFOs. Alt .the • names WC>11ttHlH 
-r pa9es, if not thi• entire: iuue of the UFO INVESTIG~ TOR. -. ' . : . . • 

We also ~t that thls UJt b. • ·UMd in · pre$Cnting the Uf.O ."•vi~nc•,-•o-rie.'w~omen •• 
to th wl>fect. It h on effective ~nswer to pel"IOfU ·wt.o claim :~t.aO i~ -~ .. ~- • 
flying 10ueen are hoaxers, ~i~ty Ne~n or crack~tt. :· --: . • • • . • . ·. _. • 

. . . . . .. 

L. t;>. ~ -- ~me.. con1ro11.,.- Fargo .. 
. T. S. Jot~./ IAtfJllof. ·; • -' 

ht Lt. Roy: L .. ~/ :&49. ·p11ot. 
A. ·Kabl-t, pf.~ct,t, :lw-aeL • . 
Dr; J. J~. Kafizlce~, ~,,_edy a.4ef 
• •ngl,..,, ~;al:'M';lh;_: ·Ncwy .cosmlc 

• r,:ay pro~t. •. . • .•. 
Capt. _Chari.a J~ J(iqto.vil, .TWA:pilo.t.: · 
Dr. Lincoln ~;.dl~tor'Naw~ · 

1nstiitute·-.or.-Me.,.-.;c: •. . -. • • • 
Willlan .~, ·':k-P-,~:prws_~~~, ~ ! • ' 

Capt. Jack Adams, pilot- Chi_~ -~ 
Southem Airl iner.. 

Pierre .'CJ0i1~;-. rfl1~ftc:u, ~- .. _ • . 

. Wi,_f 19fH ,Gf Jiei_:arop,y.. • · • 
· · R. ~ lelllQfl~ .OAC night -olfic:er. 

CPO 0.-:iei.i..wts, 'U~s~--~. 

Cop • Richard .Adickes-, pilot ·TWA::--(J·rans 
World Airways). • • • 

Capt. Jock Adriance, pilot -PM · -(Pan 
American World Airways). · •. \ ·. • • • 

George Allen, navigator BOAC);~lrrti&h . 
Overseas Ai raoft Corporation). ·, • 

Lt. E. J. Ambrose, U.S. ~;,..-,~~ 
G. w. Ander50l'l, flight -offiter -Chteoi,o 

and Southern Airlines. . • • 
Capt. E. J.. Amo Id, pilot • £At (E.astern .· 

AirFines). • . 
Kenneth Arnold, private ptJ.qtqncl,bui~~ . 

man who coined • Oyir,g ~~ phn:is&. • 
James F. Bocluneier, r~ ~ pltot, 

pi(ot Mid Continent AirHnes-. • • • • 
Capt. John Baldwin, pilot C~r:A.irli~ . 
Capt. Douglas Barker, AusltQlilll!'l -'Pi.lot. : 
Harry Barnes, traffic oon~ ll•r- CM. · .. 

(Civil Aeronautics ~ .ion)~ 
Wi!Uam Blackwell, cheralciaf •. ~ 

employee. 
Col. Donald J. 81okeslee,. -~ ,ng 

officer Fighter Wing, U, 1~ .. Alrs~• 
Louis P. Blwer, ehlef ob.erver GOC 

(~nd Observer Corp5). 
Dudley Bolger, private pi'9t. 
Deon Bour.land, englneer -Boeing,,A1r,c:raf~ • . 
Lee Boyd, fint om~, BQ~. ·: . 
t. David C. 8rtghcn, U.S. AJ,',or.c:e. 

C.Opt Kenneth G • . ~, pl~ Pl,,A. 
Cop&. W. M. llue , pllot Natlonol Mrlinei~ 
Capt. Willia Coll, Jr., pflot EAL . 
Capt. Paul Carpenter, pilot,,M -(,\,aer~c:Qn 

Airlinti). 
Copt. Richard Cme, pilot M. • 
Capt. Francois u:rvo , pllot Air FJUnc.e. 
Capt. Dario Celh, Vennualan~lrllne pilot. 
Copt. Clarence S. Chiles, , UJ,. pJlot,. . 
Capt. Olf Chrl,trffllA&On, Switdnh pilot-. 
Michel Clement, At, Fronce · co-,,ilot. 

rr a.~~S'-- . 
B. J. ~•~ V~it;Ntlcin .c;aliJi~ ·- fliglit .. 

officer. • . • • . . · • · , • · • • 
Robert ·Conbaw, .:aherilf"s dep_a,ty, V•ritur.c;a 

County,- California . . • . . . ·. . . • . . . 

~f~tl;!? 
·(;opt, GloVQnii'i 'f;cbfQ~dkq%f,ian alrl~ . • 

• pilot. · • . • • . • ' • ., •• . _ • • • ·• 

• D. L. Fal~rand F-.:f~ler,ogric:ufhmlf • 
pilots; ·N.w t.a1c1~ .. · . . 

Charles fisJ,;a,; c;l¥if :enei.~ ~ • . · • : . 
• E. J. F-lng~rald; • ~~ce-~i(e;,t: inetif1 

equl~t firnt~ :¢~~· •• . • · . . 
. -G. Dunearf·fl.etc:l-.r, ,v1~]Wesfdent teeny.ct" 

astronom_;'~L~l~bf'I. : · .. · • 
. Capt ,d'eter Pletc:~,; ~ pl lot~ . •. • 

Oonol_d F~; :P~<~ -11ttehcatk. 
Frank,·~, 'GQC.'~t .. · · .· • ••• 
Floruin- GidbowsJa ·;Ji~.;.· ~le. · . , l~'!;'.r.'.". _,. I . 

Oritar~,. ~--• • ' ~• • L • >, 

D.aniel ~ocffrey, ' IOAt; f1'1)lit .. rtgi..;.,. 
Lt.' G~ F. ~~.:Air~Jona) 

G~.-~l~ff. Nortff ~~~ '. • ·. · • • ' 
Jaclc A. Gt,en, ~~·;"rt pl_lot; :Jl'ight 

test GnQf~ls,_. ~rttirop .. A~latlpn~ . -. 
J. C. G~, .•C4'ti~ .. iicti.~:~ • 

Wh,ne~CpuntyiCD:Co.wlcO. URn1>11. · 
M. Greze,_ .f~r. fiphllitr' p~f,... · · • . •.• .· ',: 
Capt. VJctot: ~at; :Pdot T•t:1,__ 
. gos tranimiis)Of' co~~r" . • 

Reg ' Harrl.nc,ton, Cortlor,if; N,w .Ycktt 
bualneilMan. ••.. ,· · • 

o. Hrlwb, .,c•pllotWW2~~New Z.calond. 
~pt. Wolter. W. tto:wldM~ lWA-ptlot, • 

. Lt. Donald J. Htmi;, USAF f.-.86 1)11ot. 

• den . ic,oth ·Lut:e,.-10~: > 1 hi ~-dd9, . 
._. to ,~ry. • • ·• • • • . • • . _ • 
"Ewart Md)iari,ml, RNZ:.Af., -~ -~t 
. and bu.inesaimn. . • • 

.~~~1z 
. Nic:holcas :Marl~., .~~-a,ct. 

•. bcill 'ch,ib ,...,.·:: ·,?' ::-. • -· • .- . 

0on ·Martin, ·e'-"'rcar ~ _ 
. .: _-•~peri~t... -~ ·_.;_ . • . _. · .. 

Lt. ~I~ l.e.•t·.-~,-pl9f eo.,ll_!!•aet 
Kentucky.~•-~ : •• ·-.. 

CoL fr.aQk,,MUani,.:J1rect6r-;CD, lial~ . . 
~ Mill•r;.~t·1'---~~~- •• 
111{•~~- . • ; .•. _. 

S. N. Mif1-'~ :~ f_...ky,t~ • 

~~t-~¥~ 
• Rc,bert ~llef .· PA,U~thi:: • • -~ · · . eos,t. )t-W ·Muir.; ~-~~:-· ·:-~·· 

Joh~~• .,..~tars· ~ ,\iefthR 
_· -C:OU..ty, Gau~~.- ,. • • _- . - . . 

• . ,.._ J.:·:~iort, .~aff ~ ·-town--;-. 
-~ .\l!cilhlRQto~-• • . ' . _ • _· . · 

CW<) Dan..t c,.-.... . ~· u.: ~ -; ......... . . . ··.· . ., . . . . . ~ ._._..,, 
'photog!.-. . . ·. ". ' : • ~. . . • . • ' • . 

~"Y NoiciirnowtPMJlljif . .i....,. . 
·P.oliert O'C.0.-,,;:;G~:~"-. • 
Tord Ol"'°", S~(4'~F.-. _ 
u~ )Vtll\ant-L. :~~, u-s~ 1'1,:~ . 

1•fpllot. . • :-_- -· . • . 
D. W~ ltaul, Nht: -l»al• ~i~ 
Saul '-", AIIQc'-d ~ ... ..,~ : -

• Capt. C.1 s. ~ ~tai· Ai,Unes. 
. c:..pt. W. T. "8f~~-N~1-'.pUot • . 
Allen R. Roberts, • GOC ~,w_r; -. , • • • · 

• C!otltlniaed ~ M_ict ~ . 
-· ., · , ; 

. ( 
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e UFO!etters to the Presiden 
Began with Truman 

by Larry W. Bryant 

[ AUTHOR's Note: A number of citizens concerned about the "UFO problem" when it 

surfaced in the forties chose to express their views to their own president - Harry S. 
Truman. You can visit SOME of that correspondence on file at the Truman Library in 
Independence, Mo. But if you're unable to get to the library, try the following compilation 
and analysis, which I originally posted some time ago upon the website of 
http://www.ufocity.com. (The essay's length requires multipart posting here.)] 

Harry S. Truman's UFO Americana (By Larry W. Bryant) 

If you can judge by the various letters written to him by citizens 
during his terms in office, President Harry S. Truman truly was "The 
People's President." And nowhere is this judgment more apropos than 
when you consider the letters sent his way by persons convinced that the. 
subject of "flying saucers" deserved his direct, serious attention. 

The collected letters - or at least that portion that somehow escaped 
referral to the Department of Defense for reply -- now reside at the 
Truman Library in Independence, Mo. There, they share the shelves with 
such missives as (1) citizens' requests that Truman lift the embargo on 
arms shipments to Palestine; (2) a women's group's telegram seeking a 
personal interview with Truman to discuss the status of proposed 
legislation aimed at setting up a U.S. Customs Border Patrol so as to 
improve the enforcement of antismuggling laws in relation to narcotics; 
and (3) parents' pleas that their sons be released from military prison 
so they can rejoin their families. 

Amidst that potpourri of issues and concerns major and minor to a 
president who united the nation during wartime transition, what's so 
special about the correspondence on things that go swish in the night? 
For one thing, Truman might have been the only president eve to have 
received a formal briefing on the "UFO problem" from Air Force---

3/28/01 5:59 PM 
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intell igence experts - if you can accept that revelation as voiced in a 
1956 book by former USAF "Project Blue Book" chief Edward J. Ruppelt. 
For another thing, Truman resided in the White House during the famous 
UFO-sighting "flap" near Washington, D.C., back in 1952. Third, it was 
Truman who was instrumental in establ ishing the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency, which to this day insists on denying public access 
to some 57 of the UFO-related documents that surfaced some years ago via 
litigation under the U.S. Freedom of Information Act. 

Then there are the letters themselves - a cross-section of views, 
concerns, suggestions, and explanations about a problem so touchy (and 
sometimes zany) that only a few citizens dared confide in their 
president. Lucky for them (and him), in retrospect, that this man Truman 
was so attuned to the American psyche that he was able to weather the 
growth of UFO interest with just the right mix of detachment and 
solicitude. (Maybe his approach has served ever since as the model for 
presidential response to the UFO problem.) 

Although most of the letters wound up being referred to the Defense 
Department (Air Force) for direct reply to the writer, a few did remain 
in the White House files. Apparently, each of them underwent indexing 
upon arrival - under the writer's name, address, and date. A White 
House staffer synopsized each letter in a cross-reference log. Here are 
some excerpts quoted from the log; for most entries, I've added a 
commentary from my perspective as an historian of the "politics of 
UFOiogy": 

Pioneers Petition the President 

Kenneth Arnold of Boise, Idaho (4/6/48): In a telegram, the man whose 
UFO encounter of June 24, 1947, sparked the coinage of "flying saucers" 
as a household word had this advice for Truman: ''Your Honor, I 
understand there is enough evidence on hand by our intelligence and the 
people of your great country to announce that flying disks, flying 
saucers and other reported strange missiles that are being. seen by 
reliable people throughout the world daily are aircraft from outer 
space. You know we are not making or flying these aircraft and the 
United States is the most scientific nation on earth. Why should not 
America be at least the first to announce this great discovery?" 

Although the White House never acknowledged the telegram, Arnold felt 
obliged to communicate once more: on Dec. 13, 1951 , he sent a copy of 
his booklet "The Flying Saucer as I Saw It. " At the time of the-
telegram, he was 31 years old. He died in January 1984 - never to se& 
the resolution of a publ ic issue that rages on throughout the world. 

Meade Layne of San Diego, Calif. ,(417/50): Writing as the founding 
director of Borderland Sciences Research Associates, this True Believer 
in extraterrestrialism announces: "It is our earnest hope that, as a 
matter of public interest and policy, you will find time to examine the 
enclosed booklet. It is not necessary to point out to your Excellency 
that an extremely difficult situation may develop at any hour, in 
connection with the phenomena referred to in this booklet. 

"Allow us to assure you that we serve no selfish interests in this 
matter, and stand ready to comply with any request for information or 

3/28/01 5:59 PM 
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service which may be in our power to give." 

The 38-page booklet, which remains part of the Truman papers, is titled 
"Flying Discs -- The Ether Ship Mystery and Its Solution." This 
hodge-podge of metaphysical discussion and interpretation on the origin, 
purpose, and scope of the reported flying saucers ended up being 
referred to the National Academy of Sciences. On May 1, 1950, the 
Academy's executive secretary wrote back to Truman's secretary, stating 
that Layne's organization apparently deals with phenomena outside the 
field of the Academy, and suggesting that if Layne's communication "is 
to be given serious consideration it be referred to some philosophical 
organization." With that, Truman's secretary, then William D. Hassett, 
sent this reply to Layne: "Your interest in making available to him 
[Truman] the enclosures which accompanied your letter is very much 
appreciated and you may be sure they will be given careful attention." 

Leon Davidson of Arlington, Va. (917/52): This tenacious, 
indefatigable prober-polemicist requested, as described by the 
correspondence log, "a list of the official statements or press releases 
made by the President, or the White House, on the subject of Flying 
Saucers since 1947. States if the statements are long, a mere reference 
to the date of issue would be sufficient." In later years, Davidson won 
fame for his persistence in prying loose from the Air Force a copy of 
its Project Blue Book Special Report No. 14, which he reprinted for 
wider distribution in a never-ending campaign to prove that most of the 
"saucers" were man-made, experimental devices. His persistence in going 
after CIA UFO documentation gave that agency heartburn long before its 
current headaches over the power of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Robert Spencer Garr of Clearwater, Fla. (7/31/52): From the log: 
"Writer encloses miscellaneous material relative to 'flying saucers' -
suggestions for contact. Respectfully referred to the Department. of the 
Air Force for appropriate handling." 

It was Carr who, back in the early seventies, traveled the lecture 
circuit and radio talk-show route in a short-lived effort to convince 
the public that the government has all the information it needs about 
the saucers -- based on the USAF retrieval of crash-landed discs and 
some of their crew members. That contention thrives in some 
UFO-research circles today, of course. 

[See next part for continuation.] 
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3518 Martha Custis Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22302 
Home Ph: (703} 931-3341 

Harry s. Truman's UFO Americana 

By 
larry 1'. Bryant * 

If you can judge by the various letters written to him by citizens during 

his terms in office, President Harry s. Truman truly was "The People's Presi­

dent." And nowhere is this judgment more apropos than when you consider the 

letters sent his way by persons convinced that the subject ·or "flying saucers" 

deserved his direct, serious attention. 

The collected letters -- or at least that portion that somehow escaped re­

ferral to the Department of Defense for rep~y -- now reside at the Truman Libr­

ary in Independence, Mo. There, they share the shelves with such missives as . 

(1) citizens' requests that Truman lift the embargo on arms shipments to Pales­

tine; (2) a women's group's telegram seeking a personal interview with Truman 

to discuss the status of propo·sed legislation aimed at setting up a U. s. 

Customs Border Patrol so as to improve the enforcement of antismuggling laws 

in relation to narcotics; and (3) parents' pleas, that their sons be released 

from military prison so they can rejoin their families. 

Amidst that potpourri of issues and concerns major and minor to a presi­

dent who united the nation during wartime transition, what's so special about 

the correspondence on things that go swish in the night? For one thing, Truman 

might have been the only president ever to have received a formal briefing on 

the 11 UFO problem" from Air Force intelligence experts -- if you can accept that 

revelation as voiced in a 1956 book by former USAF "Project Blue Book" chief 



.. 

Edward J. Ruppelt. For another thing, Truman resided in the White House durin 

the famous UFO-sighting "flap" near Washington, n.c., back in 1952. Third, it 

was Truman who was instrumental in establishing the U. s. Central Jntelli~ence 

Agency, which to this day insists on denying public access to some 57 of the UFO­

related documents that surfaced a few years ago via litigation under the U. s. 

Freedom of Information Act. 

Then there are the letters themselves -- a cross-section of views, concerns, 

suggestions, and explanations about a problem so touchy (and sometimes zany) that 

only a few citizens dared confide in their president. Lucky for them (and him), 

in retrospect, that this man Truman was so attuned to the American psyche that 

he was able to weather the growth of UFO interest with just the right mix of de­

tachment and solicitude. (Maybe his approach has served ever since as the model 

for presidential response to the UFO probJem.) 

Although most of the letters wound up being referred to the Defense Depart­

ment (Air Force) for direct reply to the writer, a few did remain in the White 

House files. Apparently, each of them underwent indexing upon arrival -- under 

the writer's name, address, and date. A White House staffer synopsized each 

letter in a cross-reference log. Here are some excerpts quoted from the log; for most 

entries, I've added a cormnentary from my perspective as an historian of the •poli-

tics of UFOlogyt': 

PIONEERS PETITION THE PIUSIDENT 

Kenneth Arnold of Boise, Idaho (4/6/48): In a telegram, the man whose UFO 

encounter of June 24, 1947, sparked the coinage of "flying saucer" as a household 

word had this advice for Truman: "Your Honor, I understand there is enough evidence 

on hand by our intelligence and the people of your great country to announce that 



flying disks, flying saucers and other reported strang missiles that are being 

seen by reliable people t hrou ghout the world daily are aircraft from outer space. 

You know w aro not maki ng or flying those aircraft and tho United States is the 

most scientific nation on earth. lfhy should not America be at least the first 

to announce this great discovery?" 

Although the White House never acknowledged the telegram, Arnold f elt ob­

liged to communicate once more: on Dec. 13, 1951, he sent a copy of his booklet 

The Flying Saucer as I Saw It. At the time of the telegram, he was 31 years old. 

He died in January 1984 never to see the resolution of a public issue that 

rages on throughout the world. 

* 
Meade Layne of San Diego, Calif. (4/7/50): Writing as the founding director 

of Borderland Sciences Research Associates, this True Believer in extraterrestrial­

ism announces: "It is our earnest hope that, as a matter of public interest and 

policy, you will find time to examine the enclosed booklet. It is not necessary 

to pnint out to your Mxcellency that an extremely difficult situation may de-

velop at any hour, in connection with the phenomena referred to in this booklet. 

"Allow us to assure you that we serve no selfish interests in this matter, 

and stand ready to comply with any request for information or service which may 

be in our power to give." 

The 38-page booklet, which remains part of the Truman papers, is entitled 

Flying Discs - The Ether Ship Mystery and Its Solution. This hodge-podge of meta­

physical discussion and interpretation on the origin, purpose, and scope of the 

reported flying saucers ended up being referred to the National Academy of Sciences. 

On May 1, 1950, the Academy's executive secretary wrote back to Truman's secretary, 

stating that Layne's organization apparently deals with phenomena outside the field 
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of the Academy, and suggesting that if Iayne's communication "is to be given 

serious consideration it be referred to some philosophical organization." With 

that, Truman's secretary, then William D. Hassett, sent this reply to Layne: "Your 

interest in making available to him ffruma~7 the enclosures which accompanied 

your letter is very much appreciated and you may be sure they will be given care­

ful attention." 

Leon Davidson of Arlington, Va. (9/7/52): This tenacious, indefatigable 

prober-polemicist requested, as described by the correspondence log, "a list of 

the official statements or press releases made by the President, er the White 

House, on the subject of Flying Saucers since 1947. States if the statements are 

long, a mere reference to the date of issue would be sufficient." In later years, 

Davidson won fame for his persistence in prying loose from the Air Force a copy 

of its Project Blue Book Special Report No. 14, which he reprinted far wider dis­

tribution in a never-ending campaign to prove that most of the "saucers" were 

man-made, experimental devices. His persistence in going after CIA UFO documen­

tation gave that agency heartburn long before its current headaches over the power 

of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Robert Spencer Carr of Clearwater, Fla. (7/31/52): From the log: "Writer 

encloses miscellaneous material relative to 'flying saucers' -- suggestions for 

contact. Respectfully referred to the Department of the Air Force for appro­

priate handling. 11 

It was Carr who, back in the early seventies, traveled the lecture circuit 

and radio talk-shou route in a short-lived effort to convince the public that 

the government has all the information it needs about the saucers -- based on 

the USAF retrieval of crash-landed discs and some of their crew members. That 
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contention thrives in some UFO-research circles today -- and is expected to be­

come a matter of renewed litigation this summer, as the public-interest group 

Citizens Against UFO Secrecy pursues FOI~ release of the official records that 

pertain to the retrieved discs. 

TI-lE ROOTS OF OFFICIAL UFO SECRECY 

Carr's fixation with retrieved saucers might have got its impetus from the 

notorious 1950 book by Holiywood columnist Frank Scully, Behind the Flying 

Saucers, which was cited by a man in New Orleans (11/19/51). From the log: 

•Requests President's comment re this. Threatens to publicize his letter if he 

does not receive an answer. Critical of the Pentagon. (Consideration and ap­

propriate handling. ) 11 

Then there's a fellow from Cleveland (8/9/52): "The writer relates a per­

sonal experience which happened in October, 1947, near Reno, Nevada, at which 

time he saw a formation of shining globular objects from which something, per­

haps a parachutist, catapulted to the earth. He disapproves the theory of inter­

terrestial [sic~7 bodies and advances his theory that the source of these objects 

is Eurasia and suggests that they are being used as a means of enemy infiltra­

tion. Whatever the source, the writer feels that as full a disclosure as pos­

sible should be made by official Washington since these saucers may present a 

serious military threat about which the .American public deserves to know." 

Someone (gender unknown) from Waurika, Okla. (8/26/52), enclosed clippings: 

"One article ffia.!i by a Navy officer who said he knew the location of a saucer 

but was not permitted to tell where it is as the United States and Mexico hid it. 

Also refers to article about a man in Florida who claims his hair was singed by 

a flying saucer. vould like an explanation regarding these articles." 
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* * * 
A man from Chicago (10/29/52) "refers to the 4ir Force report re flying 

saucers as well as article by Robert S. Allen on this subject dated Sept. 26. 

States he does not believe that such matters should have to be investigated by 

private citizens. He hopes the secrecy of the Air Force will be lifted, etc.• 

* * * 
From Dinuba, Calif. (7/30/52), a man "urges that the Air Force inform the 

public as to the results of the investigation. 11 

* * * 
Then, a woman from Tucson (7/28/52) "opposes the secrecy in re to the Flying 

Saucers. Believes the public should be given a complete report." 

* * * 
Finally, from Baltimore (9/13/50), a man "refers to article entitled 'Flying 

Saucers' appearing in the October 1950 issue of Pageant Magazine, and feels the 

American people should be told the truth about the saucer reports. He asks if 

a cover-up attempt is being made on the part of the Air Force and nepartment of 

Defense.• 

EOI OES OF "THE ROSWELL 1NCIDENI'" 

One White House file-record sheet identifies letters from eight separa~e 

persons -- all written during the time frame July 5 -- 9, 1947, which coincides 

with the reported crash-landing of a disc(s) near Roswell, N.M. (as recounted in 

1980 book The Roswell Inciden_!, by William L. Moore -- Grosset & Dunlap, New 

York). F.ach of these letters was "respectfully referred to the War Department 

for consideration." 

TO KILL OR NOT TO KILL 

A woman (with others not named) from Los Angeles (7/29/52) requests 11 that 
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the Air Force not fire on the 'flying saucers,' as they have not attempted any 

harm upon any persons or properties." 

* * * 
Likewise, another woman, from Ocean Park, Calif. (8/1/52), "opposes the 

recent order from the War Department to fire upon the 'flying saucers.' 

her views re the 'saucers' and offers suggestions re same." 

* * * 

Gives 

From Albany, Ga. (7/28/52), a man "urges the Air Force to refrain from 

attacking the so-called 'flying saucers.'" 

* * * 
In her letter from Hollywood, Calif. (7/29/52), a woman "comments on re­

ports of the so-called Flying Saucers and suggests they may contain highly in­

telligent humans and that an effort should be made to contact them in a friendly 

manner. 11 

* * * 
Echoing that sentiment was a man from Indio, Calif. (7/30/52): "Referring 

to the report that our armed planes have been ordered to shoot down a flying sau­

cer for investigation, the writer suggests that we had better cultivate the friend­

ship of the space visitors and perhaps save ourselves from annihilation. Says 

that a friendly gesture would be supplied if the President were to issue a proc­

lamation ordering our military and all private citizens to welcome space visitors 

and treat them with the utmost consideration should they choose to land among us." 

* * •• 
For his part, an irate New Yorker (7 /29/52) "requests by what authority, orders 

to shoot down the so-called 'flying saucers' were given states that the makers 

and operators of these devices are vastly more powerful than the United States 

such orders would be equivalent to a declaration of war. Requests and urges 
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President to immed te y counterm nd t hese order. St te furth r, th t unl s 

he is informed promptly , t hat such orders have been countermanded, his l etter 

will be given to th Pres9." 

* 
A telegram from a man in Glen Ellyn, Ill. (7/29/52), "suggests that no of­

fensive action be taken against the objects reported as unidentified, which have 

been sighted over the nation -- (Flying Saucers) -- offensive action might result 

in grave consequences - alieniating {J,ic~1 US from beings of far superior pove~s -­

suggests fr iendly contacts.'' 

* 
But then we have the sentiments of a resident in The Green Killaloe, Co 

Clare, Eire, Ireland (6/22/52): "Writer states she read about Flying Saucers 

seen over New York. 'Don't be too easy with them, bring them down, show no 

mercy.' Comments that to make airplanes noiseless, cover their engines with 

felt and rubber." 

INVENI'ORS INVTIE INVESTIGATION 

A Philadelphia man (11/24/52 and 12/1/52) chose to register-mail his letters, 

stating: "I feel that it is my duty to submit my enclosed ideas to you .•• I 

think that their realization would help to strengthen extremely the military power 

of this country -- to a point that no aggressor could have any chances to win a 

war." His enclosed drawings included a flying saucer, a jet-glidership, a rocket 

ship, arxi a "shoot farther.'' Each drawing had a letter eXl)laining how the device 

works. The President's secretary "respectfully referred [fhe inquirx7 to the 

Department of Commerce (National Inventors Council) for consideration and appro­

priate handling. • 

* * 
Twi ce in the same month (8/11/52 and 8/16/52), a Korean radio announcer t 
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the United Nations headquarters in New York contacted the White House. The 

first time, he enclosed a copy of a letter to tho I~ng Island Daily Press "stat­

ing that ~lying Saucers are easily manufacturable. He further states that Fly­

ing Saucers are a very simple and inexpensive toy stuff compared with Atomic 

or Hydrogen Bombs, or even with Jet Planes or B-29s. He urges immediate action 

to be taken to manufacture them. Will reveal the basic principles only to high 

officials of the U. s. Government, with a guarantee of full protection. His 

second letter posed this bit of Asian logic: "I sincerely wish you could urge 

the Government to take the steps to solve this so-called 'FLYim SAUCER' mystery 

of a national menace by manufacturing them as immediately as possible." 

A Mr. I. w. of England (7/20/52) wrote: "In 1942 I sent plans as the in-

closed (DRAWINGS) to the Soviet Government (u.s.s.R.) they are now pursuing 

a course of which I disapprove -- are these plans the secret of the FLYING 

SAUCER5? I am forwarding the same for your consideration. 

* 
Next, an 11-year-old boy from Battle Creek, Mich. (1/3/52), had his say, 

enclosing "a plan for a FLYING SAUCER for the Air Force, which he thinks will 

work. Enclosures: 4 sketches of the Flying Saucer and 1 PHCYl'OGRAPH. 11 

A male student at Mexico City College (5/12/50) submitted "a PLAN for a 

'FLYING SAUCER' to be used as a defense of our cities. Goes into details as to 

how this can be accomplished. Respectfully referred to the National Security 

Resources Board for consideration and acknowledgment." 

An unacknowledged telegram from a man in Portland, Ore. (7/7/47) stated 
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" t hat he is t he J uggling Marine who did the time stop at the Hotel Statler Press 

Photographers Tianquet s ometime ago. States that Juggling is his livelihood and 

explains his Flyin~ n isc (Flyi ng Saucors ) mystery which did not turn out very 

successfu l. " 

... 

F i nally, we have a letter from an aeronautical engineer at Homestead, Fla. 

(4/9/50), who, in an article entitled "Flying Saucers?" for the Mi ami Sunday 

News Ma gaz i ne (April 9, 1950), presents his proposal for a •magnetic air car," 

based on his esoteric interpretation of electricity and magnetism. 'Rather than 

s eeking the President's autograph, this man presents Truman an autographed copy 

of the article. 

(~: One wonders whether the ill-fated, multi-million-dollar 11AVR0car" the 

U. S. military produced in the late fifties derived any inspiration from such 

suggestions as the foregoing.) 

UFO CURIOS 

A "memo for files" (7/18/47) records that "Newsome and Company, Inc., 

Boston, Mass., sent under this date 12 flying saucers which they manufactured. 

There was no card in this box and Mr. Connelly [frwnan's secretary at the tllfJ.~7 

thought we shouldn't acknowledge." An addendum bears this intriguing statement: 

"Flying saucers sent to the House, 7/24/47.• The White House or the U. s. 

House of Representatives? 

A citizen of Lisbon, Portugal (1/5/53), "sends a wax recording of music 

entitled •FLYING DISK' (no accompanying letter)." 

'lllE THEX>RY FILE 
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uncover ed some amazing facts which he is prepared to prove. Feels that they are 

of the utmost significance. Apparently would like to discuss this eubject with 

tho Prosident." 

* • 
Two fellows from Salt Lake City (7/7/50) "firmly believe that the Flying 

Saucers are real. They wish to volunteer for duty or ask for employment per­

taining to the operation of said objects.ft 

A man from Youngstown, Ohio ( 4/17 /50), "describes the appearance of a fiy­

ing saucer, as it looked while flying over Youngstown, Ohio. He submits a 

diagram [£~7 illustrate its appearance.• 

In a registered letter from a woman in Portland, Ore. (7/6/47) 1 the writer 

"warns the United States to be constantly alert to dangers we may suffer at the 

hands of Russia. Fears Russia may be dropping parachutists by means of the 

flying disks or saucers." 

VANTE'D: UFO PEN PAI.s 

A male graduate student in journalism at the University of California (Los 

Angeles) (4/5/50) wrote this inquiry to Truman's secretary, Charles G. Ross: 

11 I am currently engaged in research for a graduate dissertation which 

will attempt to analyze the sociological and pyschological implications of 

the flying saucer phenomenon. 

11 In the light of the forceful radio colllTlentary by Henry J. Taylor and 

the article which appeared in the 'United States News and World Report,• 

both of which declared or implied the saucers are aircraft of unusual design 
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developed in the United States, I was interested to learn the reactions of Mr. 

Truman to the reports. 

"l understand that the Navy and the Air Force have issued qualified 

denials to the reports. Does the White House feel such reports are baseless? 

"I wish to thank you in advance for your interest and help. You may 

be assured that I will appreciate any information you may be able to give me." 

Ross's reply of April 11th contains what turns out to be form-letter 

phraseology from the Truman 'White House: "The President has expressed no opin­

ions concerning these reports other than that he has no information of any kind 

about flying saucers." 

A 16-year-old boy from Brooklyn (8/14/52) also asked for the President's 

'' opinion of the 'Flying Saucers. ' would also like President's autograph." 

Connelly's response: "Because of the tremendous pressure upon the President's 

time he simply cannot respond to the many requests for opinions on various sub­

jects. I am sure that you will understarrl." 

* * 
Then, from Oneonta, N. Y. (9/22/52), a man "requests the latest news re­

garding the flying saucers." 

A resident, gender unknown, of Farmington, Wash. (9/25/52), "requests the 

names and addresses of a person, or persons, to whom he could write and express 

his ideas in re FLYING SAUCERS." 

A New Zealand couple (5/19/51) "writes that they are interested in what 

they have heard re 'Flying Saucers.' They wish to know if anyone has actually 
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seen a Flying S uc r." 

* 

Som tudents of ev ry generation , like tho girl from Miami, Fla. ( / 

2/50), feel compelled to write to officialdom for, in her case, " information for 

her English Class on flying saucers." 

Another child from Miami (3/22/50) "requests information about the flying 

saucer which he states landed in Brazil. n His letter was "Respectfully refetTed 

to the Department of State, 3/29/50.n 

* 
An unacknowledged letter (7Jl2/47) from an unnamed citizen of Villa Maria, 

Argentina, refers to "the flying plates which are drawing interest of the whole 

world." 

WORDS OF lfISDCM FROM THE CHIIDREN 

A nine-year-old girl from Buffalo, N. Y. ( 12/2/52), "expresses her belief 

that flying saucers are a "reflction of a big mirrow £sic:] reflected on water 

of another planet. 11 

* 

Four girls from the Vashington School in San Diego (8/5/52), all "members 

of the MARS SPACE CWD, give their theory about FLYIM; SAUCERS." 

* 

A female high-school student from Urbana, Ohio (2/20/52) "asks what the 

FLYI»; SAUCERS are. Asks why the Air Force will not tell what they find." 



Many of th s UFO-ori nt d lett rs, of course, h ve something in common 

with the hund ds f oth r lett rs ent to any given pr ident: the naive expec­

tation h t omohow tho Pres :f dent himself not only will read thom but al o w:f 11 

r spond o them. That form of faith in the paternalistic, omnipotent maj esty of 

the Oval Office has carried over, for example, from the TMlillan days to the Jimmy 

Car er era of UFO awareness. Incidentally, the content of the Truman letters is 

echoed by the scores of UFO-related letters received by the Carter administration. 

Would Carter's staff have received far fewer such letters had Truman chosen to 

read his UFO-related correspondence and thus decided to transfer official UFO 

investigation from military hands to civilian control -- in an aim renective 

of his move to assure civilian control of nuclear weapons? 

tarry lf Bryant, a writer in Alexandria, Va., direct the Washington . n.c. 
Offic of Citiz n Ag inst UFO Secrecy. 
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